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NETSPEAK IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
CLASSROOM
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The widespread use of email, chat, etc. via the Internet has opened up a way for an
Internet slang and jargon, specific at first to only a group of people, to permeate into the
private sphere and everyday language. This is especially evident in the language of the
younger, teenage population as they engage in these forms of communication and adopt
the particular language; hence the need to introduce netspeak, or the language of online
communication, in the foreign language classroom.

The article provides a possible model for introducing netspeak in a foreign language
classroom through learning centers.
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TEACHING THE INTERNET SLANG IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE
CLASSROOM

Professionals in the field of information technology are generally familiar with the
jargon, regardless of their fluency and accuracy levels in the English language. However, the
widespread, popular use of the computer as a convenient and fast medium for communication
has transposed the specific jargon in spite of the fact that people using it might not be very
familiar with the technology behind it. In other words, ,,it is the exaptation of these means
of communication, meaning that a medium originally designed for a specific purpose is
transposed to another context (e.g. the private sphere)” (Kessler, Bergs, 2003: 79).

Precisely because of this, Internet slang and jargon can be an interesting thematic unit
in teaching. It is useful for all generations of learners, from upper primary school children
to adults of various professions. These days, there is a widespread need to learn about
email correspondence in English. Also, students will most likely engage in the language of
texting and instant messaging. This assumes a wealth of new vocabulary to master from new
meanings for old words like mouse, virus, icon, attachment, and chat to new coinages like
cyberspace, e-commerce, download and laptop (O’Dell, 2004: 5). With this in mind, teachers
of English as a foreign language should be willing to overcome the challenge of keeping up
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to date with these topics and to find ways to introduce it in the EFL classroom.

Since the Internet presupposes speed, excitement, and surprise from browsing up and
down a page, sending and receiving mail, to downloading information, a good choice for
classroom work would then be something potentially exciting and moving such as learning
centers or stations. These can be defined as self-contained areas within a classroom where
students work independently or in small groups to complete a task. Centers can be set up as
chairs placed around a table for group discussion; they may be display boards that present
questions/problems/worksheets, or alternatively, computer(s) where students perform hands-
on activities or research on the web.

Learning centers or stations are designed so that all the groups or pairs of students move
from one station to another after a period of time that has been allocated for the tasks. The
teacher should make sure that the tasks demand approximately the same length of time for
completion. It is also important to vary the tasks so that students with different learning
styles (visual, auditory, kinesthetic/tactile} can show their strengths.

This makes learning in centers enjoyable and quite dynamic. Itis an exciting and a rather
independent way of learning. The excitement comes from the urge to complete a task within
a given time and move on to the next challenge. The centers or stations are unpredictable
since the groups don’t know what their next task is going to be. The teacher’s role is that of
a mediator, who ensures that the students are on task and who helps out and prompts where
necessary. The directions should be clear and concise.

In learning about the Intermet slang and jargon the tasks can vary from matching,
decoding, word searches and puzzles, multiple choice answers, to writing an email. The
graphical presentation below shows a possible rotation of centers:

Figure 1 Rotation of learning stations/centers

Center 1
Puzzle

Center 2
Decoding text

Center 5
Onomatopeic
word

Center 3
Writing

Center 4
Matching
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For example, the task at Station I can be to read a text and then try to solve a crossword
puzzle. Itis relatively easy to create original puzzles with the help of www.puzzlemaker.com
. An example of such a crossword that could be used to teach Internet slang is given in the
Appendix. Puzzles should be shorter and simpler for younger learners and can be even more
complex than the given example for more advanced users of the Internet.

Examples for tasks in which students need to decode text messages such as CU L8r!(See
you later!) or Wid U lke 2 go out 4 coFE? (Would you like to go out for coffee?) using some
of the clues are also given in the Appendix. {see Appendix 2 for more examples).

Focus on writing skills is achieved if students are, for instance, given a list of acronyms,
smilies and netiquette guidelines®. Their task is to go through the lists and then compose an
email message using the acronyms and smilies appropriately following some basic netiquette
rules. If a classroom has computer access, this would create a great opportunity for actually
applying this knowledge in practice.

Matching some slang words with their definitions is yet another possible task to be solved
in one of the centers. Once that task is completed, students have to decide whether and which
words could be used both as nouns and verbs and then try to make their own sentences (sce
Appendix 3).

Eventually, as a fun station (see Appendix 4), students can get a number of onomatopoeic
words for which they have to decide on the context in which they would use them. This task
is quite amusing since the students are bound to have quite a lot of fun just pronouncing words
like yulp, gulp, ping, gurgle, shurp, etc. Internet slang and jargon abound in onomatopoeic
words that are used for certain functions. Ping, for instance, is used to test to see if the other
person is there/awake/available.

Once the groups have gone through the stations, they can complete a self-assessment
worksheet to see how much they have learned from the session (see Appendix 5). A
discussion should follow to clarify some problem areas and perhaps to reinforce some newly
learned material.

CONCLUSION

The launch of new technologies, particularly computer technology and communication,
has had an impact on the English language as well. Since more and more people use and
depend on communication via the Internet, a special Internet slang is heard and used more in
everyday speech.

As ITis introduced to children in primary school, it is essential that teachers of English as
a foreign language be able to utilize this particular kind of language in their classes as well.
A very interesting and dynamic method in which students (of any age group) can learn the
Internet slang is through learning centers, where they learn to do various kinds of tasks in
teams and show and interpret their work.
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Appendix 1. WEB WORDS

|
|
|
L]

il | [ 1] ” |

Across

3. To transfer (data, software) from a smaller computer Yo a iarger one

6. Hyper Text Markup Language (acronym), web page description language

7. Motion Pictures Experts Group (acronym), compression of digital video and audio
10. Colloquial expression for standard mail

11. File Transfer Protocol (acronym)

14, Computers or sof tware that provide services such as returning query resulis
16. To search through a computer network or TV channels for information or
entertainment

Down

1. Additional modules that add features in order to support certain elements such as
sound or video

2. Copyrighted material traded in violation of its copyright license

3. Uniform Resource Locator (acronym) - the Internet address of a web site

4. Name of an Internet site that provides current news and information such as
www.iskon.hr

5. Plural of cookie

6. A site’s main page

8. A word for abbreviations IMHO (in my humble opinion) or icons such as >-)
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9. To be connected to one or more computers or networks through the Internet: ,to

be ....."

12, A user who attempts To gain unauthorized access to proprietary computer systems

13. World Wide _ A

15. A screen display that shows text exactly as it will appear in printed output @
including underlining, italics, spacing (acr. what you see is what you get)?

Appendix 2

1. Decipher and write out the following text messages: 3

1. experENs S dat marvelous fing dat enables U 2 recognize a mstake wen U mak

it agnh
2. dnt Birreplaceable , F U cnt B replaced , U ent B promoTD
3. peopl clse 2 my hart alw get D 1st msg 4 D dy. gud morning
4, hard wrk nvr iced nebody , bt Y? tak D chne
5. CU L8l

6. WId U lke 2 go out 4 coFE?*
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Appendix 3
1.

Match the words in the box with their definitions.’

cracker, ping, lurk, swiped out, spam, cobweb page,

PEBRCAK, 'google, knowbie, text, bookmark, ubiquilink, nimrod, E
compunications, flame, netspeak, cell yell E

Unsolicited and annoying email sent to many people simultaneously, usually
commercial, occasionally poiitical.

A message that was returned to the sender, either because the email
address was incorrect or because there was a configuration problem on the
receiver's end; can also be a verb.

An electronic message that is particularly hestile; can also be a verb.

Test to see if the other person is there/awake/available.
(This comes from a Unix test to see if a machine (or its net connection) was
active or not,)

To read messages anonymously (in either a mailing list or Usenet newsgroup)
without posting.

Relating fo a credit card or bank card with a magnetic strip that no longer
works,

Excessively loud cell phone talking.

To create and send text messages using a cell phone's keypad.,

To remember a person or company for future reference.

To search for information on the Web, particularly by using the Google
search engine; to search the Web for information related to a new or
potential girlfriend or boyfriend.—Googling pp

The words, idioms, and peculiarities of spelling and grammar that are
characteristic of online documents and communication.

A person who insists on furning every multi-word term into an acronym,

Tech support acronym for Problem Exists Between Chair And Keyboard." In
other words, the enly thing wrong with the computer is the clueless individual
who's using it

Ubiquitous + link. A Web page link that appears on almost everyone's hotlist.
.Yahoo! must be on every het list on the planet. It's a Total ubiquilink.”

A Web page that hasn't been updated in a long time.

Any form of computer-based communication, including e-mail, fax, and voice
mail.

Someone who illegally gains access to a computer system and does damage to
specific files or introduces a virus info the system

A knowledgeable and experienced Internet user.
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Appendix 4

Look at the following onomatopoeic words and discuss the context you

would use them in. Which ones can be applied in the Internet slang and

jargon? @
Write a sentence for each of the words.!

Buzz

Click
Crack
Fizz
Flop
Honk
Hum
Plop
Ping
Squeak

Appendix 5

SELF-ASSESSMENT §

IZI I.have lear'he,d at I.eas.T 5 new words:

M I have learned some new slang/ jargon words:
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M T cah remember at least 5 acronyms:

i T have learned some hew phrasal verbs:

M I can remember some collocations:

M What I did not know before and find very useful,
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{Footnotes)

lAcronyms are initialisms pronounced as single words, such as: ROM (rom), WYSIWYG, MUD, WOMBAT. Smilies are
various combinations of colons and paragraph symbols that represent different expressions, such as @ happiness, ® sadness,
>-( anger, etc.

? Answers:

Across: 3. UPLOAD, 6. HTML, 7. MPEG, 10. SNAIL-MAIL, 11. FTP, 14, SEARCH-ENGINES, 16. SURF

Down: I PLUG-INS, 2. WAREZ, 3, URL, 4. PORTAL, 5. COOKIES; 6. HOMEPAGE, 8. EMOTICONS, 9. ONLINE, 12.
HACKER, 13. WEB, 15. WYSIWYG

3 Answers: 1. Expertence is that marvellous thing that enables you to recognize a mistake when you make it again.
2. Don’t be irreplaceable, if you can’t be replaced, you can’t be promoted.
3. People close to my heart always get the first message for the day. Good morning,
4. Hard work never iced nobody, but why take the chance.
5. See you later,
6. Would you like to go out for coffee?

4 Taken from www.lingo2word.com

3 Answers: 1. spam, 2. bounce, 3. flame, 4. ping, 5. lurk, 6. swiped out, 7. cell yell, 8. text, 9, bookmark, 10. google, 11. netspeak,
12. nimrod, 13. PEBCAK, 14, ubiquilink, 15. cobweb page, 16. compunications, 17. cracker, 18. knowbie

¢ Definitions taken from www.netsmartz.org

" Possible answers: 1. The machine was making a buzzing noise.

Click on the icon!

They tried to crack the code.

The drink was fizzy and made my eyes water.

The document just flopped on me.

People started honking their horns when they realised that my car halted.
She was humming her favourite tune while cleaning the room.

The heavy stones made a plopping sound every time they hit the water,
I'll have to ping her since I haven’t heard from her in a long time.

0. The wooden floor squeaked with every step I made.
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NETSPEAK U NASTAVI STRANIH JEZIKA
SAZETAK '

MoZe se reci da je elektronicka poSta, razgovor na chatu ili forumima putem interneta
te slanje kratkih tekstualnih poruka putem mobilnih uredaja danas nezamjenjiv oblik
komunikacije. Iako je jezik rafunalne struke neko vrijeme bio ogranifen na usku
grupu strunjaka, postao je toliko rasprostranjen da se profirio u privatnu sferu i
svakodnevni govor. Posebice je prisutan medu mladom populacijom. Stoga ga jeu
danas$nje vrijeme korisno uvrstiti u nastavu stranih jezika bez obzira na dob uéenika te
s njime upoznati i njihove nastavnike,. Clanak daje primjer kako ukljufiti informaticki
jezik, posebice internetski jezik u nastavu stranih jezika kroz udenje u centrima, kao
specifitan oblik nastave. '

Kljuéne rijeéi: nastava stranoga jezika, jezik interneta (slang i Zargon), sms, ucenje u
stanicama/centrima



