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HOW CHARLOTTE BRONTE STARTED AS A NOVELIST

The three Bronte sisters, Charlotte, Emily and Ann lived in a small
village on the lonely Yorkshire moors. From childhood they enjoyed writing
novels and poetry. When they grew up each of them, without the others
knowing it, wrote a novel. Charlotte wrote Jane Eyre, Emily wrote Wuthering
Heights and Ann wrote The Tenant of Wildfell Hall. It was not thought
proper for women to write novels in those days and so Charlotte suggested
that they sent their novels to a London publisher signed with the names of
Currer Bell (Charlotte), Ellis Bell (Emily) and Acton Bell (Ann).

The publisher was interested in the novels, especially Jane Eyre. He
wrote to Mr. Currer Bell and asked him to come and see him when he was
in London. It was a long journey, but Charlotte Bronte was a small but
‘determined woman. She and her sister Ann took the train to London. As soon
as they got there they went to the publishers’ office. It was early and he
was not in so the sisters waited. After about an hour a man came in and
looked round the room. He was just about to go out when he saw the sisters
and said “Excuse me, have you seen a man waiting here? I am looking for
Mr. Currer Bell.”

Charlotte got up. “I am Currer Bell«” she said..

“You”, replied the publisher “but I thought Currer Bell was a man. Are
you the author of Jane Eyre?”

“Yes,” she said. “I wrote Jane Eyre and my real name is Charlotte
-Bronte.” :

Exercise

Complete the following sentences with words related to those in brackets.
The words that you need to complete the sentences are all in the text.

The publisher was... interested in Jane Eyre (particularly)
Famous novelists often ... writing when they are young (like to)
People who live on moors may feel very... (alone)

In the nineteenth century it was not thought... for women to write novels
(right)

At the end of a letter you must... your name (write)
6. He came into the room... ... (2 words) a man (trying.to find)
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THE FIRST FOUR MINUTE MILE

The first man to run a mile in less than four minutes was Roger Ban-
nister, and he did it in Oxford in 1954. The day he chose to make the attempt
was ‘in early summer, but when he left London for Oxford a strong gale-
-force wind was blowing. With Bannister there were two other famous
athletes, Chataway and Brasher, :

When the three men went down to the track the wind was so strong that
Bannister saw the flag on the nearby church standing straight out from
its pole. The men lined up and Bannister still could not decide whether or
not to try and run a four minute mile against such a wind. Suddenly, just
before the race began Bannister saw that the flag was only fluttering from
the pole and he knew the wind was dropping. At that moment he decided
he would make the attempt. The pistol went, the three men began to race.
Bannister ran faster than he had ever run, he felt his heart might burst. When
he reached the finishing tape he was almost unconsecious. He felt deaf, lifeless.
Then suddenly he could hear wild cheers and clapping. The stopwatch held
the answer. The announcement came »Result one mile... time, 3 minutes
59 seconds”. The rest was lost in a roar of excitement. Bannister suddenly
felt life come back. He grabbed Chataway and Brasher and they ran round
the track together. However fast men might run in the future they had
done what they wanted to, they had done it where they wanted, how they
wanted and at the first attempt of the year.

Exercise

The following words are all connected with sport:
track, athlete, four minute mile, pistol, finishing tape, stopwatch.
Put them in the sentences in which they belong.

1. ... must go through long years of training.
2. Today the running competitors are so close that even a... is not
enough.

At the end of a race the runners ayes are fixed on the...

They start at the sound of a. ..

Laka atletika (in English) is... and field sport.

Bannister’s record of a... was later beaten by Van Ryan who was
three seconds faster.
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DRAKE’S BOWLS! AND THE SPANISH ARMADA

There is a well known story about Sir Francis Drake, the great British
admiral who beat the Spanish Armada in 1588, In those days England was
a much smaller and weaker country than Spain and France and was often
at war with them. Spain especially hated the British because the sea captins
used to-rob the Spanish treasure ships bringing gold from the New World.

! Bowls is the same game as balote played in Dalmatia, It is called “bowls”
because players of the English game “bowl” or “roll” the ball along the ground.
They do not throw it as in Dalmatia. . o
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The Spanish king built a huge Armada of ships so that the British should
finally be beaten. Everyone in England knew the Armada was coming, but
Drake was sure that the could beat it. The British fleet was anchored at
Plymouth - waiting for news that the Armada had sailed. As soon as it was
seen messengers rode to Drake with the news “The Armada is coming! The
Armada is coming!” . o o

Drake at that time was playing bowls on' the hills near Plymouth. He
was in the middle of a game when the messengers came up excited and
breathless. He turned to them and said quite calmly “Don’t worry. I have time
to finish my game of bowls and to beat the Armada too.” These words have
become famous, and Drake did just that. He finished his game of bowls. Then
he went down to his fleet and led them to victory against the Armada, thus
finally breaking the power. of Spain over England.

Exercise

Fill in the blanks 'in the following sentences with the word that means the
opposite of the word in brackets at the end. ‘

1. After beating the Armada Britain became an... power (unimportant)

2. The Arabian states are much... in oil than the rest of the world (poorer)

3. ‘A child is... than a man (stronger) ,

4. Troughout the history of the Adriatic sea battles very... took place
(seldom)

5. The crowd is very... at the end of a football match (calm)

6. It is time for me to... this book (finish)

7. The Neretva crossing was a great... for the Partisans (defeat)

8. We have... found somewhere to live (temporarily)

Ivana Batusié

APPRENONS EN NOUS AMUSANT

Les quatre petites anecdotes suivantes, faciles et simples, peuvent étre
exploitées en classe de maniéres différentes. Nous proposons donc pour
chacune d’elles une autre exploitation. C’est au professeur de choisir la fagon
qui conviendra le mieux au niveau de sa classe. Chacune des propositions
peut. étre appliquée & n’importe laquelle de ces anecdotes.

' s 3 3
Les distractions d’'un savant

" Le grand mathématicien Ampére était un matin dans sa bibliothéque
en train de chercher la solution d’un probléme difficile. Ne. voulant pas
interrompre ses calculs pour venir déjeuner avec sa famille, il se fit apporter
un ceuf et dit quil le cuirait lui-méme. : : : :
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